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What’s out there? Focusing the work.

• There are a large number of international frameworks, agreements etc. of various legal 

strength in the region under which migratory bird monitoring and conservation are ongoing;

• Be aware of these as well as ongoing bird migration research projects in order to avoid 

duplications with other processes (overlaps will happen) – whilst benefitting from 

existing/ongoing work: limited resources;

• Narrow focus within given mandate: What are the knowledge gaps and issues not covered 

by others? 

• Overview of SOME of the existing international agreements and processes within the JWG-bird 

range which might be of relevance – focus on AEWA and the AEWA European Seaduck IWG;

• This will hopefully be useful when you start designing the actual workplan and planning 

concrete actions (be mindful of what else is out there);

• There is potential to not only fulfill this specific mandate under Helcom, but also achieve 

outputs and results that will contribute to the delivery of other legally binding obligations. 
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(Some ) Frameworks relevant for migratory bird
conservation in the region
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African-Eurasian Migratory Waterbird Agreement
(AEWA)

• Legally binding – most countries in the region are Parties (apart from Poland and Russia):

- “Parties shall take co-ordinated measures to maintain migratory waterbird species in a 

favourable conservation status or to restore them to such a status.” (Article 2);

- 2027 Strategic Plan Target: 1.6 “AEWA priorities relating to four causes of unnecessary 

additional mortality and other key threats to migratory waterbirds and their habitats are 

integrated in key multilateral processes.” (i.e. Energy infrastructure);

• Relevant guidance developed and adopted under AEWA:

- Renewable Energy Technologies and Migratory Species: Guidelines for Sustainable 

Deployment;

- Guidelines on How to Avoid or Mitigate Impact of Electricity Power Grids on Migratory Birds in 

the African-Eurasian Region (CMS, AEWA, Raptors MoU);

- Guidelines on how to avoid, minimize or mitigate impact of infrastructural developments and 

related disturbance affecting waterbirds.
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AEWA cont.

• AEWA introduced specific mandates for migratory

seabirds at MOP7 in 2018 (Resolution 7.6), including: 

- “1.6. Address impacts of offshore wind farms on AEWA 

seabird species in the North Sea and Baltic Sea, by 

undertaking a program of data-collection by AEWA Parties to 

validate models of population level impacts and promotion of a 

pilot project on the North Sea and Baltic Sea within the CMS 

Energy Task Force;”

• working on establishing waterbird monitoring synergies 

with other frameworks (Ramsar, European Commission, 

CAFF-AMBI, Wadden Sea Flyway Initiative, OSPAR, 

HELCOM and other relevant regional MEAs);

• In addition, a multitude of species 

specific work incl. mapping migration 

routes to determine population 

delineations etc. is ongoing (AEWA 

European Seaduck IWG, AEWA EGMP 

etc.). 
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AEWA European Seaduck IWG

• Implementation of ISSAPs for the Long-tailed Duck, Velvet 

Scoter & Common Eider;

• Comprises 14 range states - 11 Contracting Parties and 3 Non-

contracting Parties to AEWA – and the European Union + 

observers (coordinated by Arhus University/Ib Krag Petersen);

• 1st meeting in December 2020;

• Many actions relevant for this sub-group.
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AEWA European Seaduck IWG

• Result: Produce spatial planning tools to guide coordinated offshore development and the 

protection of key sites for seaducks.
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Increase understanding of 

key sites for populations of 

LtD and Velvet Scoter (in 

particular moult, spring 

staging and those in 

Russian Arctic)  

ALL RS 2021 Compile an overview of protected 

area networks including assessment 

of their management (with particular 

focus on bottleneck sites – flagging 

gaps in knowledge etc.)

Contract 

out?

Contracting Parties nominating sites 

under AEWA – IWG can review 

completeness of nominated sites in 2021

2022 Plan and conduct additional surveys 

(aerial, ship) and telemetry studies as 

required to identify new key sites.

Ib Krag 

Petersen 

& Ainars

Aunins, 

JWGBird

Plan in 2021 and conduct in 2022

Promote the need for flyway 

scale strategic spatial 

planning/ cumulative impact 

assessment in relation to 

specific developments

2021

-

2022

Produce AEWA Conservation 

Guidance on Marine Spatial Planning 

and the Conservation of Seaducks

Contract 

out?

Plan and resource in 2021 and undertake 

in 2022

Support ongoing sensitivity mapping 

efforts in relation to specific 

developments under other 

frameworks

Increase cooperation with 

shipping and fishing sectors 

to improve site management 

2021 Flag at MOP8 as part of AEWA 

seabird priorities.

AEWA



AEWA European Seaduck IWG cont.

• Result: The understanding of population status is improved (Velvet Scoter, Long-tailed Duck 

& Common Eider)
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ALL 2022 Agree on a schedule for coordinated 

long-term monitoring of abundance / 

population trend (for all populations of 

the three focal species) based/building 

on HELCOM guidelines for monitoring 

seabirds at sea, including timing and 

budget estimates for the surveys and 

joint data analysis, taking into account 

reporting needs to the AEWA, the EU, 

HELCOM and OSPAR.

Nele 

Markones, Ib 

Krag Petersen 

& Ainars

Aunins, 

JWGBird

Coordinate with 

Common Eider 

monitoring being 

planned under the 

Adaptive Harvest 

Management 

Programme currently 

being established 

under AEWA.

Increase 

knowledge of 

flyway 

delineations of 

Long-tailed 

Ducks

2021 

onwards

Develop and strengthen telemetry 

studies, building on ongoing geolocator

projects, and explore potential to expand 

SEATRACK project 

Ib Krag 

Petersen, 

Norway



Convention on Migratory Species

• Zoom out one step more: Convention on Migratory Species (CMS). Becomes increasingly relevant if 

you want to look at other taxa besides waterbirds/seabirds;

- Memorandum of Understanding on the Conservation of Migratory Birds of Prey in Africa and 

Eurasia – Raptors MoU;

- Convention on Migratory Species’ Energy Task Force: multi-stakeholder platform 

that works towards reconciling renewable energy developments with the conservation of 

migratory species (Resolution 11.27 (Rev. COP13) Renewable Energy and Migratory Species);

- EURING Eurasian African Bird Migration Atlas project - first component of the CMS Global 

Animal Migration Atlas.
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Conclusions & recommendations:

- There’s a lot going on with respect to migratory bird conservation 
in the region – many processes, legal obligations for Parties of 
respective frameworks etc.;

- Important to avoid duplicating activities – resources are limited;

- Strong mandates to address threats to bird migration corridors 
also exist under other frameworks - delivery will help countries fulfill 
obligations elsewhere;

- Stay focused in the activities you choose – deliver on the mandate;

- Be aware of the wider international context in which you are 
operating, look for synergies;

- Remember the policy-makers (we need concrete messages and 
recommendations);

- Mobilizing resources: look beyond “traditional national donors” i.e. 
Horizon 2020; CMS Energy Task Force etc.
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Thanks for your attention!

Wishing fruitful conversations!
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